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USDA Announces Pandemic Assistance for
Timber Harvesters and Haulers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing up to $200 million to provide relief
to timber harvesting and timber hauling businesses that have experienced losses due to
COVID-19 as part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Loggers and
truckers can apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 22
through Oct. 15, 2021. The Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers
program (PATHH) is administered by FSA in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service.

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized this critical assistance for the
timber industry. Timber harvesting and hauling businesses that have experienced a gross
revenue loss of at least 10% during the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2020, compared to
the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2019, are encouraged to apply.

Program Details
To be eligible for payments, individuals or legal entities must be a timber harvesting or

timber hauling business where 50% or more of its gross revenue is derived from one or
more of the following:

e Cutting timber.
e Transporting timber.
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e Processing of wood on-site on the forest land (chipping, grinding, converting to
biochar, cutting to smaller lengths, etc.).

Payments will be based on the applicant’s gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2019,
through Dec. 1, 2019, minus gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 1,
2020, multiplied by 80%. FSA will issue an initial payment equal to the lesser of the
calculated payment amount or $2,000 as applications are approved. A second payment
will be made after the signup period has ended based upon remaining PATHH funds.

The maximum amount that a person or legal entity may receive directly is $125,000.
Applying for Assistance

Loggers and truckers can apply for PATHH beginning on July 22 by completing form FSA-
1118, Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers Program application, and
certifying to their gross revenue for 2019 and 2020 on the application. Additional
documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/pathh for more information on how to

apply.

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide
by mail, fax, hand delivery, or via electronic means. To find a local FSA office, loggers and
truckers can visit farmers.gov/service-locator. They can also call 877-508-8364 to speak
directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance.

USDA Announces Dates for Conservation
Reserve Program Grasslands Signups

Agricultural producers and landowners in Maryland can apply for the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands signup from today until August 20. This year, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) updated signup options to provide greater
incentives for producers and increased the program’s conservation and climate benefits,
including setting a minimum rental rate and identifying two national priority zones.

The CRP Grassland signup is competitive, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will
provide for annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation purposes.

Grasslands Signup

CRP Grasslands helps Maryland landowners and operators protect grassland, including
rangeland, and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as
working grazing lands. Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of
many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and provides
important carbon sequestration benefits.

FSA has updated the Grasslands Signup to establish a minimum rental rate of $15 per
acre, which will benefit 1,300 counties.

To focus on important wildlife corridors, FSA also identified National Grassland Priority
Zones, providing extra incentives to producers for enrolling grasslands in important
migratory corridors and environmentally sensitive areas — the Greater Yellowstone Elk
Migration Corridor and the Severe Wind Erosion — Dust Bowl Zone. Counties within these
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two zones get extra ranking points as well as $5 added to their rental rate. The CRP
Grasslands Ranking Factors fact sheet has additional information.

How to Sign Up

To enroll in the CRP Grasslands signup, producers and landowners should contact USDA
by the August 20 deadline. Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural
producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA
Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to set up an in-
person or phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to USDA'’s response
and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

More Information on CRP

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation
programs in the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion
and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The
program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic benefits.
The program marked its 35-year anniversary this past December.

USDA to Provide Pandemic Assistance to
Livestock Producers for Animal Losses

Livestock and poultry producers who suffered losses during the pandemic due to
insufficient access to processing can apply for assistance for those losses and the cost of
depopulation and disposal of the animals. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Secretary Vilsack announced the Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program (PLIP) in
[recorded] remarks at the National Pork Industry Conference in Wisconsin Dells, WI. The
announcement is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Livestock
and poultry producers can apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) July 20 through Sept. 17, 2021.

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized payments to producers for losses
of livestock or poultry depopulated from March 1, 2020 through December 26, 2020, due
to insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. PLIP payments will be
based on 80% of the fair market value of the livestock and poultry and for the cost of
depopulation and disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock and poultry include swine,
chickens and turkeys.

PLIP Program Details

Eligible livestock must have been depopulated from March 1, 2020, through December 26,
2020, due to insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. Livestock must
have been physically located in the U.S. or a territory of the U.S. at the time of
depopulation.

Eligible livestock owners include persons or legal entities who, as of the day the eligible

livestock was depopulated, had legal ownership of the livestock. Packers, live poultry
dealers and contract growers are not eligible for PLIP.
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PLIP payments compensate participants for 80% of both the loss of the eligible livestock
or poultry and for the cost of depopulation and disposal based on a single payment rate
per head. PLIP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible
livestock or poultry by the payment rate per head, and then subtracting the amount of any
payments the eligible livestock or poultry owner has received for disposal of the livestock
or poultry under the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) or a state program. The payments will also be reduced
by any Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments paid on the
same inventory of swine that were depopulated.

There is no per person or legal entity payment limitation on PLIP payments. To be eligible
for payments, a person or legal entity must have an average adjusted gross income (AGI)
of less than $900,000 for tax years 2016, 2017 and 2018.

Applying for Assistance

Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP starting July 20, 2021, by
completing the FSA-620, Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program application, and
submitting it to any FSA county office. Additional documentation may be required. Visit
farmers.gov/plip for a copy of the Notice of Funding Availability and more information on
how to apply.

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide
by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office, visit
farmers.gov/service-locator. Livestock and poultry producers can also call 877-508-8364
to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance.

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting
Nominations for County Committee Members

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) began accepting
nominations for county committee members on June 15. Elections will occur in certain
Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for these members who make important decisions about
how federal farm programs are administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2021
election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 2, 2021.

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program, and reside in the
LAA that is up for election this year, may be nominated for candidacy for the county
committee. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their
farming or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program
benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may
also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women and beginning
farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote, and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serving on
FSA county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve
three-year terms. Producers serving on FSA county committees play a critical role in the
day-to-day operations of the agency. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out
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disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price support programs,
county office employment and other agricultural issues.

LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction.
This may include LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area.

More Information

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get
involved in their county’s election. They should check with their local USDA Service
Center to see if their LAA is up for election this year. To be considered, a producer must
be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form or an FSA-669-A-3 for urban county
committees. The form and other information about FSA county committee elections are
available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 1, 2021. To find your local
USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage

If you're enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs, you must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and
water erosion and noxious weeds. By signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC
contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound
agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance
problem on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to
terminate your contract for the program year.

Applying for FSA Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want
to establish, maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed,
approved and serviced by FSA loan officers.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment,
fuel, farm chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living expenses.
Operating loans can also be used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings
and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm,
construct and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum
loan amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required.
Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability
to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm
ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.
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Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm
ownership or operating loan.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue
an agriculture production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has
provided priority funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected
to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the
group without regard to his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African
Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are
unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Y
Maryland Farm Service Agency

339 Busch's Frontage Rd.
Suite 104
Annapolis, MD 21409

Phone: 443-482-2760
Fax: 855-401-6638

State Executive Director NRCS State Conservationist

Norman Cummins, Acting Terron L. Hillsman, Ph.D.

norman.cummins@usda.gov terron.hillsman@usda.gov

Farm Program Chief Farm Loan Program Chief

Robert Wevodau Joseph Scott
robert.wevodau@usda.gov joseph.scott@usda.gov
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